
ARTIE PUTS BANKRUPT KAMA SUTRA ON THE CHARTS! 
LEIBER & STOLLER ASK ARTIE TO PRODUCE JAY & THE AMERICANS 

Artie Ripp’ First Hit Production is Just One Look by Doris Troy

SOME HITS & ARTISTS 
Neil Sedaka, Billy Joel 

Lovin Spoonful, Joan Jett 
Phil Spector‘ Uptown,

Oh Happy Day,
Do You Believe in Magic, 
Carol King-Gerry Goffin, 
Bill Withers, Woodstock, 
Survivor’ Eye of the Tiger, 
Melanie, Gladys Knight, 
Holland-Dozer Hot Wax,
Isley Bros. Its Your Thing, 
Bubble Gum Music Hit’s, 
Captain Beefheart, Ali, 

Green Tambourine, 
Ral Donner, Richard Perry, 

Million Dollar Musical, 



In 1954 while listening to WINS radio in New York I
heard a hand slapping a phone book and a DJ wailing 
“I'm Alan Freed and This is Rock 'n' Roll”, he played 
White and Black Teens Singing their Songs, WOW!!!

At 17 I formed my Four Temptations group and got us a
gig at a Sweet 16 party in the Claridge Hotel ballroom.
Below the ballroom windows a giant Camel sign blows 
smoke rings across to the Paramount Theater Marque 
where Freed’ live Rock and Soul shows Were Making
World Changing History… That I Wanted To Be Part Of…



Alan Freed’ Live Christmas show in Times Square has
thousands of kids dancing in the Paramount Theater aisles
screaming and singing along with great artists performing 

their hits with a big rock n roll band.
I conned my way backstage and made friends with

Paul Anka who took my group and I under his genius wings.
ABC Paramount offices were in the

Paramount Theater building…what a Blessing!
Arranging Genius Don Costa, liked Me & my group 

and Artie Ripp had his First Record deal… 
Years later Paul signed with my Buddah Records label…

Diana was recorded in May 
1957 at RCA Studios in New 

York.[6] Backup singers 
included Artie Ripp.[7] Artie Ripp & Four Temptations

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diana_(Paul_Anka_song)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artie_Ripp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diana_(Paul_Anka_song)


“I spent years chasing fame as
a singer, songwriter, then 
when I finally have it all in 
hand… once I heard my voice 
on radio, I realized I’m never
going to be superstar singer. 
At ABC I heard a real superstar 
from Costa’ office, Carole King
singing, playing and learning
arranging from Sinatra’s man.

Paul Anka wrote song', and my group would sing them, or sing 
backgrounds to his singing in a Brill Building penthouse at night.
He listened to our songs, guided our harmonies, and one day I 
asked Paul to get us an audition with Don Costa and he did…



If I could get my 
first working 

artist Nat Wright,
to be the

opening act for 
Nina Simone
I would have
made a life

changing move...
and I did…

My singing stardom dreams were not looking 
bright, and in order to stay in the business I 
had to learn all about the complex, and no 
mercy music industries from the experts… 

God blessed me with the Gifts of knowing a hit
song in its rawest form, a hit record and
commercial artists when I heard them!!!

Nat Wright saw my acceptance with ABC execs. 
And saw a poor tenacious skinny white boy 

that could change both our lives.
He was a great working singer who could be a 
star so managing Nat, working with writers and 

meeting all music biz players, was my life… 
And working in a nearby linotype shop…  

“I read that great artist Nina Simone was
Performing at Coney Island’ 'Riptide’ club run
by Tommy Vastola,…he is the first Wise-guy

I had to pitch, and learn to deal with"

Gaetano "Corky" Vastola was a
New Jersey mobster who became
an underboss in the DeCavalcante

crime family in New Jersey.[1] In his
early years, Tommy Vastola was
a concert promoter for singers

Ray Charles and Aretha
Franklin, and a golf partner with
actor/singer Sammy Davis Jr.

A part owner of Roulette
Records,Vastola was the listed
songwriter on several doo-wop
hits from the 1950s and1960s. 

Vastola also engaged in the
counterfeiting of records, netting

him a $500,000 profit.



In the Music Trades for the First Time!
A Step to Impossible Dreams and Destiny?



George Goldner Discovers Artie Ripp
Begin… It’s simple Mr. Goldner! I want to be your apprentice! 

You’re a hit and star maker, a great music man and 
only Latin and Rock and Roll pioneer in the business!

“You know what a hit song is, how to arrange and 
produce it, get it on hit making radio, in juke boxes, 
and record stores and on the national music charts! 
I’ll add to your successes and cover your back 24/7 
and I only need $20 a week? George paid me $50…



Before I started working for George, I was eating canned ravioli, now on
the road with him we sleep in giant two-bedroom suites, and I eat
shrimp cocktails, filet mignon and lobster tails whenever I want.



I finally convinced George to record
my song `Barbara' with a new

incarnation of my Temptations Group, 
It’s my first hit song and uncredited 

production of my life.

George also agreed to let me 
produce two Alan Freed Albums so 
George could give broke Alan Freed 
money without Alan losing his pride.

Artie’s New Temptations
Larry, Arti, Artie, Neil



Artie Ripp Discovers & Signs Ral Donner
Goldner’s First & Only White Mega Star!

“Hits & Hits! One Big Problem Is I Can’t
Stop Goldners Suicidal Gambling Problems”



Broke Shamed Pioneer 
Alan Freed lived for
weeks with my bride 
Phyllis and I During 
November 1963er





Phil, (guitar in hand) joined myself and two hot to trot young women in my hotel room. 
I got naked with the girls as Phil stripped to his underwear. Phil guitar in hand sits on top a 
TV console that swiveled. Phil sang, hummed and strummed  “Spanish Harlem" a song he
was writing with Jerry Leiber. Crazy foreplay and wild sex unfolded between Artie and the 

pretty ladies while Phil kept polishing the song and arrangement
to a choir of sighs, quiet screams and joyous sex sounds…



Aldon Family circa 1963
(Top L-R) Jack Keller, Artie Levine, Lou Adler,
Al Nevins, the Kirshner's, Emil La Viola, and Howard 
Greenfield. (Bottom L-R) Barry Mann, Cynthia Weil, 
Gerry Goffin, Carole King and Neil Sedaka.

Phil Spector having his own record
label was a great eye opener for
me…a reality I wanted to attain…

I Worked On 
Halfway to Paradise,

I Love How You Love Me, 
Go Away Little Girl, Uptown, On & On…

I Was Making My Bosses & Aldon’ Artists, 
Writers and Producers Happy!

I Was Respected And Well Paid.
But I Prayed For a Supportive Partner Who 

Gives Artie Ripp Total Growth Control…







1963-07-13-pg30

I HAD TO CHANGE MY SKIRT CHASING LIFE 
AND WAS BLESSED TO MEET, FALL IN LOVE 

WITH, AND GET ENGAGED TO
PHYLLIS MARMOR

SUDDENLY PHYLLIS WAS STRUCK DOWN WITH
VIRAL ENCEPHALITIS LEAVING HER WITH

NO VOCABLARY OR MEMORY.

MY BOSS PHIL LANDWEHR ADVISED ME
TO END MY ENGAGEMENT AND HER

LOVING PARENTS WOULD UNDERSTAND.

I WORKED WITH PHYLLIS IN
ELMHURST HOSPITAL AFTER WORK

EVERYNIGHT TALKING AND USING WORD-PICTURE
CARDS TO HELP HER REGAIN HER SPEECH,

A BY PRODUCT OF HER INCURABLE DISEASE. 
WE WERE HAPPILY 

MARRIED ON MARCH 30, 1963
My Irresponsibility Got Us Evicted.

And We Had To Live at Her Parents, in Her Childhood Bedroom



Artie Ripp becomes a Kama Sutra Productions Partner
After The Shangri-La’s First record is a Total Bomb…



I FINALLY HAVE PARTNERS WHO COVER 
MY BACK, MANAGE THE BUSINESS WHILE 

I FIND AND MAKE HITS, DEALS
AND BUILD STARS.

PHIL STEINBERG AND HY MIZRAHI GAVE 
ME THAT CHANCE… NOW I WILL HAVE 
MY TEAM OF HIT MAKERS, JUST LIKE 

ALDON AND BERRY GORDY HAVE!

Hy Mizrahi, Artie Ripp, Phil Steinberg





Sonny Franzese owned 10% of Kama Sutra:  
Acquired before Artie was a Partner.
How can hitmaker Artie buyout the

fearsome gangster accused of
committing so many murders he couldn't

keep track of the body count…



Artie Ripp Settles With Sonny & Drives Kama Sutra Growth!
Even Artie’ Discoverer, Paul Anka Signs Up…



Artie Producing The Critters, Mister Dieingly Sad & Younger Girl at Bell Sound



Artie Gets $50K Advance on the First Pop Music Production Deal at Columbia. 
However they reject a Kama Sutra label with other Hot Hit Makers Labels…



Artie Parlays Hits into Growth Funding and Major Company Fire Power



I’ll Have Two Critters Hits in a Row, Bad News Is
Hit Voice Lead Singer Don Ciccone Gets Drafted.



Artie Fulfills His Own Label Dream, One He Had Working with Spector!



ARTIE & TEAMS CREATED AND ATTRACTED HIT MAKERS!
NOW OUR OWN KAMA SUTRA LABEL WITH MGM, A MAJOR FILM & TV CO.



Artie Finally Signs His First Hit Making Superstar!

Spoonful Manager Bob Cavallo & Artie Artie, Charles Koppelman, Charlie Estrin



My Unconditional Dream Supporter, and Loving Wife Phyllis and I Enjoyed 
Our First Vegas Convention Where I was a Star, and Flowering Genius…





Despite All My Hits MGM Film & TV Units
Would Not Support My Growth Dreams





Koppelman & Rubin explain to MGM that their 
Spoonful rights end in 3 years & Kama Sutra’ rights 

end in five. So, K&R and MGM sign a 5-year Spoonful 
deal starting at the end of my 5-year term.

MGM withholds my royalty payments, so I’d default
on my royalty obligations to Koppelman & Rubin.

I CURSED THEM…AND STARTED BUDDAH RECORDS! 
A Big Time Broker Friend Bert Kleiner Lent Us

The Spoonful Obligations! So No Contract Defaulting!



“Lovin Spoonful are 
busted for drugs,
and they give up

the dope dealers…
Radio drops all 

Spoonful records!
The Press & Fans 
Destroy them!!!

Now MGM has a
Dead Group and
Unhappy label… 

Now I start 
Buddah Records!

The Curse Unfolds!



1650 Elevator Doors Open And I Hear a Piano Playing a Groove,
A Guy & Girl Sing “Listen While I Play My Green Tambourine”

Door Closes, I Take an Elevator Back, and Close Song and Production Deals…



ARTE PULLS TOGETHER FIRST INDIE LABEL OUTPUT ADVANCE
DEAL WITH A 4 & 8 TRACK PRODUCT COMPANY





HIT MAKERS AND MEGA 
STARS CHOSE BUDDAH



Curtis Mayfield Delivered
all of the Superfly Film Music

Which Buddah Released





Artie’ Philly DJ Friend, Tom Donahue Is
The Ears & Music of Today & Tomorrow!





When I Played “Oh Happy Day” for My Teams, They Told Me JESUS is
Only is Played on Sundays at the End of the Radio Dial, NO POP PLAY, EVER! 

They also said that I had taken too much acid

Every Deep Pocketed Label Was Bidding for the Rights…
My Little Buddah could not Win in the Upfront Advance Race… 

So I made call to Owner Lamont Bench and I told him 
That he had an Obligation to Bring 

Two of Our Lord’s Sons, 
Jesus and Buddha Together!...

I Promised him a Global Smash And More
Profits per Sale, which he and his Artist enjoyed at Buddah Did.



Artie Moves Richard Perry to LA to Produce Bob Krasnow’ 
First Buddah Signing, Captain Beefheart and His Magic Band 







“Artie’ Four Temptations Did Shows with Johnny Maestro When He Was in the Crests”



Kama Sutra Partners get Paydays! Mizrahi & Ripp Can Finally be Rid of Each other!
Artie and Phil are Paper Millionaires and give Hy’ Shares go to Neil Bogart & Art Kass.
Neil shows his Selfish Colors & Gives his guys Marty and Cecil Nothing!



I Hired Jack Hook, Freed’ Mgr. Who 
Allowed Me Back Stage at Freed’ 

Paramount Shows To Run Cama Deva.
He Befriended Me and Was Key to My 
Education, Fun and Industry Links…



Artie has a Public Company & Visionary Owner!...Unfortunately His Visionary Man Dies…



My First London Trip, Chasing Yes, Joe Cocker, Jethro Tull, Rejection, Rejection!  
Then Blessed with Signing Jimmy Hendrix’ Only Production, Eire Apparent





Artie Smiles as He Got Melanie on Paris’ Olympia Stage: The Audience Is Captivated
By Her Powerful Voice & Sensitive Soul And She Explodes Overnight All Over France



Europe! US!, TV! Film! Now Vegas Where I Meet Bill Layne
Who Booked Elvis into his International Hotel Theater



Artists Artie had at
Woodstock

Burt Sommer, Melanie, 
Sha Na Na, 

John Sebastian… 

I Write a Personal  
Check for $25,000 to 

Michael Lang and 
Artie Kornfeld, 

An Advance 
for All 

Woodstock Rep Rights…

Viewlex Totally Rejects My Woodstock Rights Deal
“Sex & Drugs are Black Marks for any Educational Company”

…That Was the End of the Road for Me… 



Now Artie had to figure a way to escape his home 
that’s become his handcuffs and prison.  

I must find a multimedia company who’ll give me
total creative control, fund new discoveries and 
support the artists marketing needs as well as 

welcome my creativity in all media…
Artie Ripp’ Chosen Ones Become His Assassins



A Whole New World Dawns in the Music & Entertainment Industries and in My Life!

I was finally in business with a major 
Film, TV Studio who would listen to me

to grow market share and stars!  I
designed a way to maximize profits on
global music sales for myself, the artist

and producer!
I licensed USA tape rights, a separate
vinyl fee deal for distribution, promo 

manufacturing and marketing!
A Ten Albums Per Year, 

Three Year Firm Commitment…



WINS Radio Triangle was Home 
to Alan Freed’ Rock N Roll show

Gulf & Western Bldg. built 
on WINS Site is now home 
to Paramount Pictures & TV
and Paramount Records
Refurbished building is now
Trump International Hotel.

Artie’ First Film Acting Job 
was In American Hot Wax. 
The casting director asks 
Artie to do a voice over in an 
office who’s huge windows face 
directly at every place in Queens 
Artie Lived he was looking 
back at where my dreams started 
escaped



Artie Finally Buys his own studio facility, 
an 8-track studio with a great sound 

Plus, other production, lounge & business rooms.

Fidelity Sound in Studio City Becomes Go 
to Studio as it as Owned by a proven Hitmaker 

and Talent Finder With the Top-Level 
Music Relationships.

Fidelity attracts and serviced each Client while 
Artie sought to develop the ones with the Magic



My $25,000 Personal Loan at Woodstock 
to Michael Lang and Artie Kornfeld 

Brings Great Rewards!!! 

Michael Brings Me Billy Joel, 
Artie Kornfeld Brings Me Burt Sommer



1972-06-03-pg10

Jim Judelson G&W President wanted
to have the kind of success that G&W
Chairman Charles Bludorn enjoyed 
With Love Story and The Godfather
with his baby Paramount Records. 
Jim took me on the private elevator

to every G&W Unit Floor and Told me 
I’d Help make his Paramount Records

A Success…



Artie Ripp Invested $450,000
In Billy, for Living Costs, USA,
Puerto Rico Festival and
European Promotion Tour
Where he was Reconnected
with his Father in Germany.
Billy had to sell millions for
Artie to recoup and if he didn’t
Artie lost all of his investment.
As it was not a personal loan!





Billy First Wanted to Sign with Atlantic



Fates; Koppleman (with Don Rubin) Brought
Artie The Lovin Spoonful.
Ted Feigen & Artie Ripp

Worked for George Goldner



Clive Davis Shows Genius Again 
By Signing Artie’s Mandrill Group 

Artie, Mazur and Clive with Mandrill



Tony Scotti asks Artie to Save his Rejected by Two Labels Survivor Album
Artie Edits Some Songs, Resequencing Tracks & Remasters the Album…

Then Artie Gets Epic who Rejected Original Version, To Release His Versions!

Artie Ripp Gets Epic to Send Rocky Ill Star Mister T 
To Black Radio Stations to Play Eye of The Tiger!



“This is the 
Adoption Healing Group 
in Connecticut Mr. Ripp…

We Believe 
You are the Father 

of a Male Child 
Born in 1960”




